                                               2008 HUSTLER BASEBALL PREVIEW

The 2007 Hustler baseball team finally broke through their district title drought by winning the class 3A district 9 title.  Defending that title will certainly be quite a challenge for the 2008 ball club, a challenge that this years’ returning players are happy to have. 

The district challenge will be tough; replacing 4 tremendous senior leaders will be just as tough.

Patrick Riebsame and Mike Blanke have both moved on and are playing baseball at Brevard Community College and Seton Hall respectively.  Their graduation and the graduation of Stefan DeCola claim the number 3, 4, and 5 hitters in the Hustler lineup.  Taking with them a combined 102 hits, 25 doubles, 8 home runs, 65 runs scored, and 79 runs batted in the 2007 campaign.  Possibly the most difficult to replace will be the heart and soul of the 2007 club, Tim Crawley.  Although those are extremely difficult numbers and leadership to replace, there seems to be enough key players remaining to make another run at the district title.

The 2008 ball club will be led by 4 seniors.  Phil Piotrowski returns as the ace of the staff after posting a 9-2 record, a 1.47 earned run average, and 64 k’s in 56.1 innings of work. This will be Phil’s 4th varsity letter.  Also earning their 4th varsity letter will be Billy Dascoli and Gregg Milliard.  Billy will take over the catching duties after an excellent season at second base where he hit .325 and scored 35 runs.

Gregg returns after a strong showing both on the mound and at third base.  Gregg also hit .372 in addition to his 2-2 record on the mound.  Brandon Davis returns for his senior year after flirting with the winning the Space Coast batting title.  Brandon finished with a .468 average while driving in 17 and scoring 25 runs.
The junior class has 4 solid players that will be big contributors to the success of this team.

Joey Migliaccio will be one of the better players in the area as he returns for his 3rd year as a starter at shortstop.   Last year Joey hit .379 with 5 doubles, 3 home runs, 16 runs batted in and 33 runs scored.

Sean Carley will be asked to step in the starting rotation after having a solid sophomore season on the mound and in the infield.  Jesse Hebert could the wild card as the only left on the staff.  He will also need to pitch well for the Hustlers to be in contention.  Ryan Szczepanski returns to play a few infield spots and provide badly needed offense.

The newcomers are led by freshman Joey Reed, and sophomores Brad Tysenn and Kyle Dean.

All three figure to get opportunities to contribute all year long and will need to, if the Hustlers want to give themselves a chance at winning the district title in 2008.

Leadership will be the challenge along with pitching and defense.  The team will need players to step up and handle the day to day leading that all great ball clubs have.  Hustle and enthusiasm will be two major keys in the Hustlers success.  Depth will be an issue as will patience to let the younger players develop and settle into their roles.  A difficult schedule will test this fairly squad right off the bat with games in Palm Beach.  This team should progress and play better baseball in April.    Only time will tell if that progress will equal a winning season and possibly a district title.

