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Toys for Tots Reaches 

High Goals 

By Mrs. Claus Nemethy 

Beeline Staff 

 This year, the Toys for Tots pro-

gram is in full swing. The goal of the pro-

gram is to deliver new toys at Christmas to 

needy children throughout the county. Ac-

cording to Yasmeen Ebanks, who is an 

MCC senior volunteering her time with the 

cause, ñThe toy represents a message of 

hope to less fortunate kids in our area.ò 

The foundation has shown great produc-

tion throughout the years. From 1991-

2008, the organization supplied 81.3 mil-

lion toys to local collections. Value: up to 

$487 million. Participating in the program 

is a great way to help out less fortunate 

kids and make their Christmas a special 

one to remember. Ebanks also said, ñWe 

hope to gather dozens of toys here at MCC  

and then distribute them to children who 

would not have a Christmas otherwise.ò  

By Cupid Gutierrez 

Beeline Staff 

 The Our Lady of 

Lourdes Catholic Church 

Christmas Tree sale is here once 

again and the organizational 

group hosting this event is look-

ing forward to another great 

turnout. This is an annual fund-

raiser for Our Lady of Lourdes 

Catholic School, and the sale will 

continue through Christmas 

Day. Trees may be purchased on 

the MCC campus in the back of the school by the gym 

parking lot. There are five different kinds of trees for 

sale with varying prices.  Trees with lengths of 5-6 feet 

are $55, 6-7 feet $60, 7-8 feet $75, 8-9 feet $90, 9-10 feet 

$100. The tree sale area is open Monday thru Friday, 

from 5a.m.- 9 p.m., Saturday from 9 a.m.-9 p.m., and 

Sunday from 10a.m.-6 p.m.  

OLL Partners With MCC to 

Sell Christmas Trees 

Beeline Staff Report 

 The MCC campus was filled with 

Christmas music on Dec. 6, when the Praise 

Band entertained packed bleachers with famil-

iar songs, and the Stingers dance team thrilled 

the audience with complex dance routines. The 

highlight of their routine was when they 

danced to the song Christmas Eve Sarajevo, as 

the Praise Band performed. According to bass-

ist Kevin Ruiz, a senior, ñThe event inspired 

and created Christmas cheer among the entire 

MCC community. I was privileged to be a part 

of the first music show at our school.ò 

Christmas Show Entertains 

with Live Music, Dance 

Photo by Cupid 

Gutierrez 

Ryan Demuynck picks 

out his Christmas tree.  
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How Do Non-Catholics at MCC Celebrate the Holidays? 

of beliefs on the idea that the people should not have a re-

ligion, but they should instead dedicate their time and be-

liefs to the state.   

 Ye, a second-year exchange student from Shang-

hai, China, remarked that China is quite different from 

America around the holidays.  ñIn China, the government 

discourages people from having religion, so you will not 

find too many people who celebrate Christmas. You can-

not even find eggnog there!ò said Ye. ñThis year, however, 

I am going to celebrate the holidays in New York City 

with the Hessen's, my host family.ò With such diversity 

around the MCC campus, itôs no wonder that the students 

and faculty are learning new aspects of different belief sys-

tems. Especially this holiday season, the MCC community 

gets a chance to share its Catholic traditions with those of 

different faiths. 
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Photos by Santa Shapiro 

Seniors Kaijun ñNovakò Ye (left) and Sophie Loika are two of 

the several non-Catholics at MCC this year.   

MCC Students Are Naughty and Nice 
In November, the freshmen were asked to write letters to 

Santa filled with their wishes for the new year and presents 

they hope to find under the tree this Christmas.  

Dear Santa,  

 Secretly, I have always wanted to be related to 

you. I cannot even imagine how cool it would be to live 

in the North Pole all year round, working with the 

elves on all of the toys and eating cookies and drink-

ing hot chocolate. So, will you please adopt me? 

   Sincerely, Cecilia Deruelle 

Dear Santa,  

 I would love it if you made sure my knee 

had a faster than usual recovery so I can play la-

crosse. 

 Merry Christmas,  

  Troy Hart  

Dear Santa,  

 It has been a long time since I wrote you a letter. 

Since the last time I wrote you, a lot of things have 

changed. Obviously, I have grown up. So my wants 

have changed just a tad. So..yeah. Now for my list: 

Barbie Dream House, Barbie Dream Car, Easy Bake 

Oven (pink), Cabbage Patch Doll, Polly Pockets, Hello 

Kitty, and a pony.  

 Thank you so much, Santa! 

   Sincerely,  

    Marisa Boccabella 

Dear Santa,  

 I wish I could work for you. I am probably too 

tall but I need a job and I heard from around the corner 

that you pay well. 

    Josh Gross 

By Santa Shapiro 

Beeline Staff 

 For the majority of the student population, 

Christmas is something they grow accustomed to over 

time. However, several students at MCC, including most 

of the international students, celebrate different traditions 

around this time of year. Students like Seniors Kaijun 

ñNovakò Ye and Sophie Loika are both examples of 

MCC students whose holiday traditions may seem a bit 

unusual to the contemporary Floridian.  

 Loika comes from a family where her father is a 

Christian, but her mother was born and raised as a mem-

ber of the Jewish faith. When Loika is asked if she cele-

brates either Hanukkah or Christmas, she simply replies: 

ñWe sometimes celebrate Hanukkah, but most of the time 

we just celebrate Christmas as a family tradition, and not 

a religious one.  Itôs just a time of the year to be with 

family and exchange gifts like everybody else.ò Com-

pared to other MCC students, this is unique in the fact 

that Christmas does not carry any religious significance 

to the Loikas.  ñI personally like that my family does not 

stick to one religion, because it gives me an opportunity 

to see and take part in both Christianity and Judaism,ò 

said Loika.   

 Across the Pacific Ocean in China, the holiday 

season is quite different from what Americans celebrate. 

Upon arriving to MCC, many of our international stu-

dents are encountering Christmas, and Christianity, for 

the first time. The Chinese government bases its system  



Basketball a Big Part of Christmas at the McKenleyôs 
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Santa Baby Hurry Down the Chimney for Holli 
By The Grinch Brownfield 

Beeline Staff  

Holli Couch is very excited for the Christmas sea-

son that is now starting. She loves the movies and songs 

that come on during the weeks leading up to Christmas. 

ñMy favorite Christmas movie is Frosty the Snowman. 

Every time I watch Frosty, it melts my heart away,ò said 

Couch.   
ñBy far the best Christmas song is Santa Baby. It 

gets to me every time I hear it because I just love the rosy 

red cheeks and the plump belly of old Saint Nick,ò said 

Couch. 
 The holidays are all about friends and families 

coming together and making memories. ñMy most memo-

rable Christmas was when I was six years old. I was out 

ice skating on the lake by my house in Idaho. I fell 

through the ice, and was surely going to drown if it wasnôt 

for my dog looking out for me. It started to bark which 

signaled my dear uncle who came to my rescue and pulled 

me from the freezing waters. If it wasnôt for him I would 

probably be dead,ò said Couch. 

 If Couch could have her Christmas wish come 

true she would be the happiest teenage girl ever. To go see 

snow up north like she did when she was younger and get 

away from Florida and the hot sun. ñA white Christmas is 

the best Christmasò said Couch. 

 Santa 

visits the 

Couch resi-

dence every 

year, filling 

their stockings 

and puting 

gifts under the 

tree. ñThe best 

toy I ever re-

ceived from 

Santa Claus 

was my spar-

kling pink 

Barbie car 

convertible. I pushed Barbie all around my house inside 

that little car. I was the happiest little girl ever,ò said 

Couch  

 Most, if not all, families have their own little tra-

ditions that they do during the holidays and on Christmas. 

Couch likes to dress up like the famous Christmas charac-

ter, The Grinch, and on Christmas she even slices the 

roast beef.  

 Christmas is right around the corner, and families 

and friends will be reminiscing on good memories and 

making new ones every day. 

know I was going to 

get it because it was 

so expensive.ò  

 As a young 

child, McKenley  

received an Incredi-

ble Hulk action fig-

ure. Getting that ac-

tion figure was his 

most memorable gift 

during Christmas. ñI 

loved action figures 

when I was younger, 

especially The In-

credible Hulk; he 

was my favorite,ò 

said McKenley. 

However, this year 

he hopes to receive a 

big basketball hoop 

for the outside of his 

house. ñI love basketball so it would be the best present 

for me,ò said McKenley.   

By Ebenezer Ebanks 

Beeline Staff  

 If Keith McKenley could have his Christmas wish 

come true it would be to spend time with his father during 

the holidays. Unfortunately, his parents are separated and 

his father lives in Georgia. Ever since he could remember, 

McKenley has loved the holiday season and spending 

time with his family. ñWe always have a good time when 

weôre all together. However, there was always one thing 

missing. Since my dad lives so far, it makes it difficult for 

me to see him,ò said McKenley. Especially since he hasn't 

seen snow, McKenley is looking forward to taking a trip 

to Georgia sometime in the future.  

 Traditionally, the McKenleyôs celebrate their 

Christmas party as a family. ñMy family and I get together 

and go to my aunts house and just party,ò he said. As for 

presents, he and his familyôs biggest tradition is to open 

gifts together at midnight. But before opening presents, 

the family gathers together and splits up into teams to play 

a basketball game. ñMy team always wins because Iôm 

usually balling on everyone,ò said McKenley.  

 Last year, he was surprised to receive his own X-

Box from his parents. ñI really wanted it, but I didnôt 

Photo by Ebenezer Ebanks 

Keith McKenley, a freshman, looks 

forward to spending time with family 

and friends during Christmas. 

Photo By The Grinch Brownfield 

Holli Couch is stoked to make memories 

during her sophomore year Christmas break.  
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 By Rudolph Ruppert 

Beeline Staff 

 Picture yourself on Christmas Eve, the cold wind 

nipping at your nose as you gaze in wonderment at the 

beautiful Eiffel Tower.  This winter wonderland dream is 

coming true for MCC Senior Brooke Lynch and her fam-

ily.  Lynch is packing her bags and traveling to Paris, 

France, for the Christmas holidays.  ñIôm so stoked to see 

the Eiffel Tower,ò exclaimed Lynch, when describing the 

beautiful city she will soon see. 

            This vacation is not a part of her typical family 

tradition. Actually, the Lynches are traveling during the 

holidays for the first time.  Usually, her family stays here 

in Florida, singing Christmas songs by Justin Bieber and 

Usher around a campfire on the dock at their house.  Tra-

ditionally, they feast on Maine lobster and then watch Elf 

on the big screen in the warm living room lit by the 

Christmas tree. 

            It will be a huge change for Brooke and her family 

members since they will not be able to see her dog, Bent-

ley, dress up as a reindeer for the holiday.  She knows that 

Santa will still be visiting the house, even if she is not 

there, to bring her dogs, Tanner and Bentley, treats. 

ñSanta always pulls through,ò said Lynch. ñI have faith 

that even if I am on the naughty list, Christmas will still 

be magical.ò   

Winter Wonderland Dream Comes True for Senior 

Hammond Home has Happy Holidays  
By  Blitzen Barnard 

Beeline Staff 

 During the holiday season, MCC junior Katherine 

Hammond, her three brothers, three sisters and her par-

ents gather to celebrate Christmas together like, ñone big 

happy family.ò For such a large family, sometimes the 

holidays can be hectic, but for the Hammonds, the more 

the merrier. After all, more siblings means more gifts! 

 However, Christmas is far more than gift giving 

to Katherine. To her, itôs all about family and spending 

quality time together. A typical Christmas Eve for the 

Hammonds starts with Mass at Holy Name of Jesus 

Church in Indialantic.  On Christmas morning, they open 

their gifts from Santa, and then eat breakfast together as a 

family. ñFinally, we open the gifts that we got for each 

other and then we spend the rest of the day packing be-

cause on the very next morning, we leave for New Or-

leans to celebrate New Years,ò said Hammond. ñThatôs 

when the excitement begins!ò 

 Hammond says that her favorite part about 

Christmas time is having her whole family come together 

and celebrate. Most of her siblings are older and no longer 

live in the same house anymore, so when they come home  

for Christmas, itôs a 

fun family reunion that 

creates the Christmas-

time atmosphere.  

 Hammond had 

some traditions of her 

own as a child for 

Christmas. For exam-

ple, every Christmas 

eve, she and her sib-

lings would make 

ñreindeer foodò which 

consisted of oatmeal 

flakes and glitter. 

Then, they would 

sprinkle this mixture 

along the driveway and the yard so the reindeer would 

come to her house more quickly. How? They see the glit-

ter reflecting in the moonlight. Along with reindeer food, 

the Hammonds always made sure that there was a plate of 

cookies for Santa to enjoy too. 

 When asked what she wants for Christmas, 

Katherine said she only wants her family all together. 

Photo By Blitzen Barnard 

Katherine exuberantly opens pre-

sents in the media center. 

Although 

Brooke and her 

older sister Lauren 

(an MCC graduate 

now attending UF) 

wonôt be opening 

presents under a 

tree, as tradition 

dictates, they still 

will get a special 

treat. ñWe get to 

go shopping in the 

city,ò said Brooke. 

ñIôm hoping to 

pick up some styl-

ish and trendy out-

fits!ò   She keeps 

up with the latest 

styles, so it will be an adventure for her to see all the op-

tions in a country so far from home. 

 Lynch is looking forward to seeing the many 

sights of this beautiful city, the Eiffel Tower, the famous 

paintings Mona Lisa and Venus de Milo in the Louvre, 

and the Arc de Triomphe.  She will be returning to Flor-

ida before New Yearôs, with treasures from their trip and 

unforgettable memories.   

Photo By Ashley Weber 

Senior Brooke Lynch getting into the 

Christmas Spirit during school. 
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75% of MCC  
students go to 

Mass on  
Christmas 

When did you stop 
believing in Santa?  
40%-Before age 10 

30%-10 to 12  
4%-13 to 14 

26%-Still believe! 

What is the best 
Christmas movie?  

49%-Elf 
19%-A Christmas Story 

32%-The Grinch 

Does your family 
open one gift on 
Christmas Eve?  

40%-Yes 
60%-No 

Do you help  
decorate the  

house for  
Christmas?  

83%-Yes 
17%-No 

What is the 
best thing 

about  
Christmas?  
22%-Gifts 
8%-Food 

33%-Time with 
family 

37%-No school  

Are you going away 
for Christmas?  

37%-Yes 
63%-No 

Do you have a real 
or fake tree?  

54%-Real 
46%-Fake 

Do you wake up early 
on Christmas morning?  

74%-Yes 
26%-No 

By Comet Short 

Beeline Staff 

 What are you doing this Christmas? Going to mass? Watching holiday movies with family? Traveling to snow-

draped northern cities? As journalists, we were naturally curious as to what our campus community does during the holi-

days, so we decided to take a poll.  Below are the results: 

 



THE BEELINE  PAGE 6  

Relay For Life Update 
 This spring MCC will be holding its very own Relay For Life, benefiting our local American Cancer Soci-

ety.   Relay For Life provides communities with the opportunity to fight back against cancer while raising much needed 

funds for cancer programs and research.  The event chair, Alexis Ercolani, is searching for parents, teachers and stu-

dents to volunteer by making or joining a team. If you are interested in helping plan this event please contact Alexis at  

alexercolani@gmail.com.  

Sleighbell Hartman 

Beeline Correspondent 

 On Nov. 30, over 30 MCC students from Mrs. Headôs and 

Mrs. Liermanôs Marine Biology classes visited Sea World in Or-

lando. They studied the parkôs amazing marine exhibits, such as 

Shark Encounter, Penguin Encounter, and Dolphin Cove. Students 

also went on rides, such as Kraken, Manta, and Journey to Atlantis. 

ñI had a really good time,ò said Senior Tiffany Sustersic. ñWe en-

joyed seeing all the animal displays and had a great time on the 

Sea World Adventure 

for MCC Students 

From left: Brandon 

Lane, Sam Goodwin, 

Stephanie Biear, Kayla 

Halleran and Sean 

Gaffney.  

Photos by  

Mr. Joseph Clayton 
From left: Charlie Brownfield, 

Christian Perez, Erin Oô Brien and 

Samantha Armstrong.  

Team: Girls Soccer 

What:  4v4 Soccer Tournament 

When: December 17, 2011, 12 p.m.-3 p.m. 

Where: MCC Stadium 

Cost: $10 per person 

Please contact Mariel McLaughlin to sign up your  

team at marielmclaughlin@aol.com 
 

Team: Sista Sista (Previously the Goetz Team) 

What:  Two hours of unlimited bowling including shoes! 

When: December 17, 2011, 8 p.m.-10 p.m. 

Where: Shore Lanes Bowling on Dairy Road in Melbourne.  

Cost: $12 per person 

Contact Mrs. Goetz in the Guidance Office to sign up for your lane! 

Email: goetzs@melbournecc.org 
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By Hermy Doesnôt Like to Make Toys Thomas 

Beeline Staff 

 It can often be tough to figure out what to get your 

significant other for Christmas.  Here are the top picksð

along with some sage advice on what not to buy during the 

holiday season. 

ôTis the Holiday Season to be Giving 
Sweet Sensation  

Girls love perfume. Get her one that you 

enjoy so you will smell it when you are 

around her. The perfume, Wonderstruck by 

Taylor Swift, is $49.99 at Macyôs. How-

ever, never get a girl a fruity or candy 

scented perfume because no girl wants to 

smell like she spilled orange juice on herself during breakfast. Thatôs the Ticket! 

Getting tickets to a con-

cert or basketball game 

for your significant other 

is always a choice that 

will be a success. It pro-

vides an experience that you can do together. Now that the 

NBA games are back on, Orlando Magic Tickets are a good 

investment. A popular upcoming concert is Jason Aldean at 

the Amway Center. Tickets can be purchased at the door or 

online at ticketmaster.com. The tickets will not only be a gift 

but a memory to cherish also.  

Gifts From the Heart 

Ladies if youôre short on cash this season, 

a gift does not have to cost you a dime.  

Create a personalized coupon book for 

your boyfriend to use whenever he likes.  

It will show you truly love him because of 

the time and effort. 

Thereôs a Soldier in All of Us 

A number one gift on most male Christmas 

lists is video gamesðthe new  

Modern Warfare 3, in particular.  These first-

person point of view games are all the rage 

among high school boys. If you buy him this, 

you will be the coolest girlfriend in the whole 

wide world.    

NO! NO! NO!  

Donôt buy your boyfriend 

anything living or takes time 

to care for.  This ranges from 

beta fish to plants.  Boys are 

often really busy to remem-

ber to water or feed their 

pets.  If the plant or animal 

dies of neglect, your boy-

friend will then be placed in 

an awkward position. 

Itôs Game Time! 

Get your boyfriend his favorite 

sports team jersey or other 

sports memo-

rabilia.  Make 

sure you get 

the right team 

and player.  It 

could be disastrous if you buy 

him a jersey from his rival 

team. Just ask his closest and 

most trustworthy friends or 

family members. He will love 

to have a new outfit to wear on 

game day. 

A Girlôs Best Friend 

Jewelry for the girlfriend is always an 

obvious gift. However, you want to 

make sure your girlfriend actually 

likes it.  Sometimes, girls just pretend 

to like the cheesy jewelry that boy-

friends buy. Next time you decide to 

buy jewelry go over to Downtown Melbourne.  At the store 

Isabella's, jewelry like this charm bracelet by Brighton can be 

bought.  It is one gift that will definitely charm your girl-

friend. 

WARNING! 

This is for you, gentlemen. Never under any circumstances 

buy your girlfriend clothes or shoes.  If you buy an item too 

big or too small it can hurt your ladyôs feelings.  It will seem 

like you are trying to hint that you think she is fat, even if you 

donôt mean that.  It could also embarrass the girl if the cloth-

ing is not her style.  Word to the wiseðjust leave the shop-

ping to your girlfriend. 

By Buddy The Elf Fechas  

Beeline Staff 

 ñChocolate chip cookies are my favorite; anything with 

chocolate is always better,ò stated Santa Claus as he sipped his hot 

chocolate and discussed the upcoming holiday. The man in red has 

been in charge of Christmas since the 1800s and he is ecstatic to be 

organizing it once again. 

 Claus has organized numerous Christmases and has 

formed many fond memories from each of them, but some of them 

are more memorable than others. ñThe Christmas I remember most 

would have to be the first one I was in charge of. It was filled with 

chaos, but I finished it just in time,ò said Claus. According to Claus, 

he could not finish Christmas each year  

without the help of his nine loving reindeer and his workshop elves. 

Other methods of present delivering and toy making, such as rockets 

and robots have been suggested, but Claus prefers the old fashioned 

way. ñI've had my reindeer and elves since I began delivering presents 

and I would not want it any other way,ò said the number one distributer 

of toys.  

 Claus believes to be successful at something, everyone in-

volved in the effort should be working harmoniously and happily. ñTo 

make the workshop more spirited, I always play Christmas music and 

supply endless hot chocolate,ò stated Claus. ñWhen someone is running 

an event as big as mine it is rewarding to see how happy everyone is.ò  

With Christmas almost here, St. Nick hopes everything will go as 

planned and all children will be satisfied with their presents this year.  

 

Santa Takes Time to Share His Thoughts on Holidays 


